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OD YES A A TS ”-:.-.---- 


TILA: HAWKE, 


\H E depriving a fellow creature of exiſtence, is 
a marter of ſuch ſcrious importance that, had we 
. not received the divine authority of the ſcripture for 
puniſhing the: prepetrators of atrocious offences with 
_ death, we may reaſonably ſuppoſe, the ſacrificing indi- - 
| viduals to the benefit of the community at large, would 
have been conſidered as impiouſlly arrogarting to ourſelves 
_ a power properly belonging to the DieTy. The ſacred 
writings exhibit a variety of inſtances in juſtification of 
_ this ſevere manner of proceeding in caſes of high 'cri- 
minality ; and fo happily framed is the admirable code 
of laws by which this nation is governed, that it is 
ſcarcely poſſible condemnation ſhould take place with- 
_ out the moſt poſitive conviction of guilt in the accuſed 
party. Though our anceſtors wiſely foreſaw, and pru- 
_ dently povided againſt, the danger of entruſting the 
life of. an offender to the diſcretion of any one man, 
they added the brighteſt gem that adorns the crown, 
when they gave the prince the glorious power to pardon, 
even in the tremendous hour of threatened death. 
We do not pretend to ſay from what caule this noble 
preroga:ive has been abuſed, whether from an undiſ. 
tinguiſh ng b:neyolence, or a mean compliance to the 


delire 


as eſca 
fences 


yearsof ag age, and gained a ſcanty ſubſiſtence by followirga | 


hnbi-3 


| hn of ſome favoured perſons, more eminent for their 
' ſuperior villiany than their diſtinguiſhed rank in life : 
on certain 1t 1s, that the crime which the Divine Being 


dged deſerving the moſt ſevere marks of his vengeance | 
d the juſtly merited puniſhment, while of- 
a ſlighter nature, not having a /wentieth part 


the tithe of 1 4 Magnitude, have met with what may 
be called juſtice in the extreme of ſeverity. But ho lon-. 


ger to obtrude remarks not immediately connected with 


our plan, we ſhall proceed ro give a curſory view of 
the early parts of our hero's life, with an accurate and 
_ circumſtantial narrative of all his remarkable aftions, 
- from the time of his firſt coming to London, to that of 


his being under. ſentence of death for Hgh-way rob- 


| bery Y. 


_ William Hawke, as has ade fo conſpicuous a 


= figure | in the annals 'of villainy, was born at Uxbridge, 
In the year (750. His parents were poor, but honeſt 

and induſtrious, people much eſteemed by” all who 

| Knew them. He did not ferve a regular apprenticeſhip | 


to any trade, but acquired ſome TROSEgy in three. or 
four different branches. 

 Hawxze's Fatherand Uncle were in the Oxford Blues, 
and eſteemed men of courage and inregrity; bur the 


Jatter was whipped out of the regiment on accourit- of 
| having killed one Abraham Shaw, ' a knife prinder, at 


Uxbridge. In confequence of a triffling diſpute they 


fought a pirched battle, and had not enzaged*more_ 


than three minutes before Shaw unfortunately: received 


a blow on the head which infſtancly deprived him-of He, 


His antagonift did not attempt to elcape, but 'vohin- 


| xarely reſign himſelf to juſtice, and as there was not the 
| ſhacow ot ſuſpicion that he meant to take away Shaws 


life, he was only puniſhed by the military Micipline 


| of whipping. 


_ Our hero came to [ ondon when: he was about eleven 


variety of ſuch emp: Fmacare as he was Capabi- JE. 
| Soon 


Soon after being ,in. the great metropolis, he took a 
lodging in Leather-lane, Holborn, and in that neigh- 
 bourhood- became acquainted with James Field, Eq-' 
ward Milſom, and Edward M*Donald, and. from the 
time he firſt ſaw_theſe men, all his misfortunes n_.y be 
_ dated ; for finding him of a bold eqcgrpriing ipo.. 
 Gition, and every way qualified to become a ſhare in. 
their deſperate exploits, they invited him. to join in. 
their abandoned courſe of life ; he eagerly accepted 
_ of their. propoſal, and ſoon diſtinguiſhed himſelt” by 
his uncommon reſolution, and daring fpririt, _* _.. 
Theſe men committed many robberies in the envi- ||| 
rons of London, and cgnſtantly made an equal. parti. 
tion of their ſpoils, without conſidering what parycu- 
| lar perſon had gained the greateſt ſhare of plunder. ' * I 
They committed-a robbery near Mgther Red-cap's ||| 
_ at Holloway, for which Milſom and McDonald” were 
apprehended and tried at the Oid Bailey ; but no pofi- 
tive evidence appearing 2gainſt Milſcm, he was -dif- 
charged, but his companion reccjved- ſentence of death, 
and. was ſoon after executed.  _- _ 


a Y 1351» | : | 


| About five years ago, Hawke and Field were ſen- 
tenced to be tranſported, and ſoon after their trial, they, 

with one Murphy, attempted to breakoutof the place in 

Newgate called the Lower Ward. A woman conveyed in- 

_ tothe priſon to them two large iron crows and many Othey 
jmplements, by means of which they had very nearly 
effected their eſcape; but fome very ſuſpicious circum- =—|| 

Rances ariſing from their behaviour, .they were ſtrictly | 

watched by Mr, Akerman's ſervants, who dete&ted. 

them in the execution of their deſign, in conſequence 


_ of which they were loaded with the heavieſt irons that |}! 
could be found in the priſon, and cloſely confined 'in 


the cells till the day they were put on board the tranſ- 
_——_  .-. 
._ . Having remained in America about a year, they found I 
means to get to Ireland, where they committed, a greet 
aumber of*the moſt deſperate highway robberies . that 


T7.) 

had ever been. heard of in that Kingdom, .but at length, 
the hue and cry being raiſed againſt them, they determin- 
ed to return to England, and accotdingly conveyed the 
fruits of their iniquitous toil on board a veſſel which 
brouzht them to Park-Gate. oh HE 

Immediately upon landing they purchaſed horſes and 
quipped themſelves with pens Hangers &c. and 
<t forward on the road to London, but had 
not proceeded more than ſix miles before they overtook. 


the carriage of Richard Prinnald Eſq ; they rode round 


the coach four times before they ordered the driver 
to ſtop. Mr. Prinnald let: down the glaſs, and obſerved 
a Piſtol clapped to his breaſt on the rig htſide, and at the 


ſame inſtant another piſtol was preſented from the oppo- 


fite fide and pointed exactly to his ear, - The theives con- 


tinued filent near three minutes, when Mr. Prinnald 


having ſomewhat recovered from his fright delivered a 


- purſe containing about thirteen pounds, Hawke re- 
ceived the money, and having put it into his waiſtcoat 
pocket, ſaid, Sir, I apprehend you have a watch : the 


gentleman declaring he had nor one about him, they 
rode off. + Pn | un PO Ins OY 
"Having diſpoſed of their horſes which they pur- 


chaſed at Paikgate, they provided themſelve with 


other animals, and aſſuming the dreſs of farmers, 


direfted their courſe towards Northampton, where 
_ they remained a few days; and having learnt that 


a capital perſun in that town was upon his return 


from London, where he had been 1{-ling a large quan- 
_ rity of grain, they ſet forwards, in expectation of get- 


tirg a conſiderable booty, and ſtopped him about five 
miles on this ſide. Dunſtable, when they robbbd him cf 
only about fix pounds, he having lodged the caſh he 


| had received in the hands Go. a Banker in 1 own, 


We have not been informed whether they commu:ted 
anv other robbery in their way to town, where they 
had no {coner arrivs} but they tearched out their old 
cofipanions, and ſpent ſeveral days in merrymak- 
ing and then they determined ta continue Hee 

014 


C97: 
_ old pratice on the highway and jointly promiſed to ſtand 
by each other in all perils, and not | to engage them-. 
ſelves with any other of theirs own profeſſion, — ;,. 
' ' Soox after the return of Hawke and Field, they were. 
Joined by Edward Milſom and theſe three were conſi- 
dered as the moſt bold and deſperate gang of: highway- 
men that had ever been in England. They ſeemed to: 

| have no fear of being apprehended, frequently robbing 
travellers, in open day, and in the moſt populous. roads 
about London. Conſidering the great number of their 
ſingularly daring offences, it is really amazing that they 

_ reigned ſo long the moſt. ſuccelsful, and at the ſame 


time, the moſt incautious, of their illegal- profeſſion; 


For, after committing any robbery, they would often 
adjourn to ſome neighbouring alehouſe or inn, and pub- 
lickly diſcourſe on the common occurences they had met. 


/ with on the road, the particular houſes they had ſtopped 


at in the courſe of the day, and the rout they meant to. 
' Purſue; and were-ſo extremely communicative that they 
| Teemed only deſirous to conceal the a&tual commiſſion of 
_ their crimes: beſides this, their perſons had beenſo minute- 
ly deſcribed, that had the officers of juſtice fallen into the 
fame tract with them, they muſt inevitably have been 
angoebendes. ooo io gs IE, 
Ox Sunday the 25th of July near Kenſington, they 
robbed Mr, Stuart of about ten' pounds and a watch. 
A few days after Hawke left his companions at Brent- 
ford, and riding 'towards' Hounſlow, met the chariot 
of Mr. Chriſtie, the auCtioner in Pall-Mall, within 
two hundredyards of that town,and ordered the driver to . 
ſtop. He then came to the fide of the carriage where 
_ Mr. Chriſtie ſat, and robbed him and his lady of a con- 
_ fiderable ſum in money and their watches, with which 
he rode off with great deliberation and ſeeming uncon- 
 lern. Mr, Chriftie perceiving him to ride very leizure- _ 
ly had determined to purſue and endeavour. to take him, - 
but upon hearing this ' reſolution, his lady, who, had , 
been exceſſively * intimidated by the villian's threats, 
famted away, and this circumſtance induced the ge-, 
tleman to pur quietly up with his loſ. Mr 


—_—_ « 
3 » & 


0 4: 


- Ms. Fox, oilman, in Fleet Street, was robbed of ſome 
money ; and when the above men were before Sir John 
Fielding, Mr. Fox's ſervant: ſwore to their perſons. 
On! the a7, July Hawke and Field ftopped the 
Glouceſter ſtage, near Hillington, and robbed Mr. 
Croucher of about fourteen pounds in caſh and a gold 
_ watch, the gold watch was found in Hawke's houſe, 


on Barnes Common. 


| Ox Saturday, the gr of July, in the evening, Mr. Gill 7 | 


was robbed of his money, by a highwayman, on 
Wimbledon common, and when he came within a ſhort 
 fpaceof Vauxhall Turnpike, his coach was again ſtop- 


| ed, when Hawke and Milſom waited at a few yards 
diſtance, while Field pointed a piſtol to his breaſt and 


demanded his property. The gentleman ſaid his caſh 
| had been taken away before, but delivered a draft on 
the caſhiers of the Bank for fourteen pounds fourteen 
ſhillings, which the robber read, and then returned, at 
_ the ſame time demanding his watch, Mr, Gill endeavour- 


ed to hold him in converſation, expecting that fome |} 


paſſengers might come up, but. the villain perceiving his 
drift, threatened to fire, upon which the watch was de-_ 
| livered, and Field joined and rode off with his com- 
| rades, i i 
 ._ A ſhort time after the above, the carriage of Mrs. 
Howard was ſtopped by three men, who robbed the 
| lady of a valuable gold watch, which was afterwards 
found in Hawke's houſe, on Barnes Common, where 
_ anather gold watch was found belonging to Mrs, Fer- 
_ guſon, . who was robbed the ſame evening. 
 _ Mx. Mount and his fon were ſtopped, on Monday, 
the 2 of Auguſt, neat Kennington Turnpike, by three 
men, who robbed them. of their watches and ſome 
' money, and ſoon after followed the carriage, and ftop- 
ed it a ſecondtime when the ſame fellows ſearched both 
- the gentlemen, .and took from one of them a pair of 
gold ſtuds, which, upon the partition of thewr booty, 
Fall to the ſhare of Field, who made a preſent of them 
to his wife. The day following this laſt robbery 
theſe three Chevaliers @' Indufirie were apprehended by a 
3: ler 


* 0 1 


party of Sir John Fielding's men, and conveyed to the 
_ office in Bow-Street, from whence notice was immediate 
ly diſpatched to the ſeveral parties who had lodged in- 
formations againſt them, to attend at their public exa- 
mination, which was appointed for the next day. 

- tn the mean time, F.eid's wife was ſecured, 
| _ and when ſhe was brought to Bow-Street, with the 
reſt of the priſoners, one of the gold ſtuds taken from 

' young Mr. Mount, and afterwards found in her poſſeflion, 
was produced and ſwore to. Mrs. Field, with a view. to 
prevent the fa& being proved upon her huſband, declar- 
_ ed that ſhe received the ſtuds from a relation. If her 
conduct was generous, his was ſtill more ſo : for 
" he inftantly faid, that he would confeſs where 
many valuable effefts had been depoſited on condi- 
tion that his wife might be diſcharged. This pro- 
poſal was readily accepted, and the juſtices ordered 
- about fourteen pounds, which had been found 1n her 
poſſeſon, to be immediately returned, Hawke was re- 
committed to Tothil! Fields Bridwell, and the other two 
to New Priſon, in order for further examination the fal- 
lowing Wedneſday, but before the arrival of that period 
 Miltom and Field, by means of faws and other 1mple- 
ments, freed themſelves from their irons, and yery 
nearly effected an eſcape, when their deſign was diſco- 
| vered by the keepers, and happily fruſtrated. Mrs. 
_ Field was again apprehended, anci charged on ſuſpicion 
| of having conveyed the ſaws to the Pritoners, and they 
| were all once more put to the bar of the office in Bow- 
_ Street, when ſhe candidly acknowledged the fact, al- 
ledging that, in a matter on which her huſband's life 
depended, if her conduct was not juſtifiable, it was, at 
| leaſt, excuſable.. _ | nk 
_ Tr appeared that the wives of Fiel:i and Miliſom were 
liſters; and that as they were going in a hackney coach 
to New-Priſon, Mrs. Field unlaced her ſtays, and 
under them ſecreted the tools, which ſhe dehvere.i to 
her huſband. | Ds > 
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(1) 
FittD's wiſe had formerly been kept bs, _ - Keeble; 


 Eiqr. and that gentleman appeared in her behalf, ah; 


{poke of. her in very high: terms of refpe&t, He offered, 


Upon condition that the would not viſit her huſband, 
_ to bec:me bound for her appearance at the Old Bailey z 
bur (he dropped on her knees, hegging not to be debar- 
ed ſeeing him, ſaying, for he 1s my huſband. © 
Mr. Kzeble was too. generous to infift on the condition 
| being obſerved, and was, with her father.in Jaws bound 
for her appearance. 


Mir$0m pleaded with great ecrnellngs for his wife's 


diſcharge, and wept much ar the thought of her being 

_ conſidered as a felon ; he endeavoured to exculpate her 
by affuring the bench that Mrs. Field brought the = 
tools into the Priſon by the expreſs command. of her 
huſband ;, and ſaid that as to his own caſe, he did not 
much mind it, but begged ſhme compaſſion might be_ 


ſhown SPIT 7 an innocent woman. Mr. | ucas, who 


had been robbed by Hawke and Milſom near Uxbridge, : 


appeared againſt them ; and Mrs. Kidſon, Landladvy. 
of the Black Hort at F ullmur, depoſed that, to the beſt 


of her knowledge, they called and drank at. her houſe. 


on the night Mr. Lucas was robbed, in-company with 


another- man, who was ſuppoſed, and afterwards ap- 
peared to be Field. Elzaneth Webb ſaid, the men 
wire at, her houſe, on Iver Heath, on the night of 
Mr. Lucas's robbery. Mr. Gill, Mr. Stuart, Mrs.. 
__ Howard, Mr. Chriſtie, Mrs. Ferouſon, the two Mr. 
_ Mounts, Mrs. Webb, Mrs. Kidſon, Mr. Fox, his 
ſervants, and many others were Lound over, to pro 


loc: te, and give evidence. 
Taxse highwaymen were apprehended in conſe 


quence of their having offered for ſale to Joſeph Levi 


tome gold, which had belonged to ſeveral bas caſes : 
this Levi took th: gold to Sir John Fielding's, and. 
gave information where the robbers were to be metwith, 
=jELD ani his wite had been married exactly a nonth 
on the day tat he and his companions WEre taken ; he 
was 


—_ 


was recommended to her by her own ſiſter, Milſom's 
wife, as a man who would make her an extraordinary. 
pood huſband. The day after her nuptials, ſhe found 
| her huſband to be a righwaythan, and was obliged; from 
the tenderneſs ſhe bore towards him, to- ſcreen this bafe 
Ppraftices, and (endeavour to perivade him into ſome 
more reputable way of ob:aining a livelihocd : but 
_ al} her efforts were in vain; 10 ſtrong] attached was 
he to the infamous cou: ſe he had p orſiet ed, that when 
ſhe aſſured him, her intereſt, was ſificient to procure 
him an appointment, that would require but little time 
and attendance and produce an han ſome ſalary, he 
declared, that he had long expe&ted, and did not wiſh 
to avoid making his exit af the gallows. 
Near the middle of Auguſt, Hawke made his eſcape, 
_ from Tothill Fields Bridewell, in company with one of 
the turnkeys, not yet taken ; Hawke in this Jail contract- 
ed an intimacy with the celebrated William Cox, whom 
he determined to put a trick upon fomerhing ſimilar to 
many the unfortunate youth had practiced upon others ; 
and accordingly, about an hour before he effetted his 
eſcape, crept toftly to Cox's bed and -drawing his 
breeches from under his head, took ſix guineas from 
the na 
"A few days after his being! at. © large, he ſtopped 
: Mr. Byde, the banker, and robbed him ofa trifling ſum 
| in money, and a filver watch which he had. borrowed 
of his ſervant, as he uſually left his go: d watch ar 
home while travelling. 

Soow after the above robbery , he attacked: Mr. La- 
motte, near Tyburn turnpike, and demanded his- _pro- 
perty ; the gentleman gave him a half guinea, ten 
ſhillings in filver, and a filver waich ; but this being A 
booty much inferior to his ex peRarion, he ſeemed &rc eat: 
ly diſappointed, and obliged Mr. Lamotte to turn, all 
his pockets inſide our, and finding nothing worth his 
_ attention, damn'd the poſtilhon, and bid him drive on, 


B'2. ( we 
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paſſengers ſome time he w1 
:and then rode after four quakers on hoſeback, whom 


—Y: r2. ) 
' One evening. about the middle FE Anau laſt, the 


_ Chariot of — Spence, Eſq; was ſtopped by three foot- 


pads, on Kennington Common ; but the coachman 
whipped his horſes pretty ſmartly, and the animals be- 
ing very fleet, the villians were left about two hundred 

yards behind, when the carriage was ſtopped by Hawke, 
who robbed Mr. $ Spence of three guineas, 


a .He ſtopped Mr, Barnſly ſoon after, and took from 
Fray about two_ gvineas, and after wiſhing him a 


(ag: evening rode off, - 
Is. September laſt, as Mr. Ladbroke was going | to 


Jioas-Fopd Hawke rode up to his car riage near that 


place, /andpreſenting a piſtol to the driver, ordered him 


| to ſtop : upon which Mr. Ladbroke ſhifted fifty guineas 


from his breeches to his waiſtcoat pocket and gave 


_ Hawke ſomething more than three pounds, with wah _ 


he rode off. 
+;In:the ſame month: he rohbed Mr. Ward of a con- 
£iderable: ſum of, money, and though Mr. Ward -con- 


_ +yerſed with him for the ſpace of about ten minutes, he 


"could not. on his public examination, ſwear to the 1den- 


M ity of his perſon. ; 
TOWARDS ka latter end of the ſame manth he RW TES of 


Mr. Mackey of ſome inaney on the highway z and 
about the ſame time Mr. Walter was robbed of about 
-four| guineas, and though he verily believed Hawke tq_ 


be the thief, hedid not chuſe ro ſwear poſitively againſt 


-him, | 


Sr ADOW'S: fix months 380, he ſtopped. the, York. fly, 
upon. Finchley common, and robbed the paſſengers of WM 
-a.conſiderable booty.z and finding a. bottle. of brandy 


and ſome cold fowl, belonging to one of them, he eat 
and-drank very hearty; and ; ay converſing with the 
ed them a good night, 


-he robbed of their watches and near VERT poundsyn 
FnOney... >.& 
701ly '| {awxs 


0s 
Hawxs ſtopped a poſt chaiſe, upon Barner common, 


in which were Mrs. Leroux and her daughter; he 
robbed the old lady, but the young one being excefſive- 
ly intimidated, fainted away ; however, upon her reco- 


very, ſhe called him back, and delivered what money 


ſhe had in her pocket, amounting to about fourteen 


ſhillings. - CRT". RTE» 
_ 'Lasr October he ſtopped the chaiſe of Theophilus 


Roebottom, Eſq; near Wandſworth, and robbed the 


| gentleman of about four pounds and a filver watch. 
 - In the fame month he ſtopped a landeau and four, at 
Kenſington gravel pits, and going to the door of the 


vehicle, ſaw four ladies of eaſy virtue, with whom he 
had been long and intimately acquainted. He demand- 


ed their money, but as they did not feem willing” to 


comply, ne told them there was no friendſhipin buſineſs 
and repeating his demand with an affected ſterneſs point- 


ed a piſtol at the particular lady for whom he was ſup- 


poſed to have 2 ſtrong attachment, This circumſtance 
occaſioned them to ſet up a cry, which, if not equal in 
' point of harmony, certainly ſtruck the-ear- as forcibly 
_ as the moſt yociferous quartetto, made in the camp'of 


Dariys, when it was entered by Alexander the Great : 
In ſhort, Hawke took from them thirteen guineas and 
_ fome ſilyer, ' one goid and three metal watches, "their 


rings, lockets, ear-rings, and other trappings, and rode 


away highly pleaſed with the adyenture z but though 


| he gave the wink to one of the dulcineas, he judged 1c 


prudent, in order to prevent the matter being made 


roo public, to viſe them the next eyening at M-—s, 
where he returned the property, gave them a handſome 


_ ſupper, and left them as drunk as heroines, ' 
Near Uxbridge a few months ago, 


ed 'a Countryman, who gave an account of having 
juſt before been- robbed of eighteen ſhillings 'by two 
men : Hawke bid him mount behind him, which being 
complied with, they puriued and oyertook the wv es 
Ws waRom 


he: accoft- 
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whom our hero robbed of about five pounds, out of 


which he gave the countryman his eighteen ſhilbngs, 
and kept, the remainder. 


 Anour the ſame time he ſtopped Mr. Peaſley, 


of Little Chelſea, near Kenſington gravel pits, and 
_ demanded his money, which Mr. Peaſley pofitively 
refuſed to deliver, and Hawke as politively inſiſted 
upon having; an altercation enſued, which was termi- 


nated by Hawke's producing a piſtol, at fight of which 


Mr, Peaſley took from the; pocket of his chaiſe another 
weapon of the ſame kind and inſtantly. diſcharged it, but. 


_ the barrel burſting, took his thumb and the two firſt 


ers, of the right hand entirely off, Hawke took 


3 BIG handkerchief with a red na from his poc 


ket, and with great care and ſeeming tenderneſs tied 
up-Mr, Feaſley's wound, and then ordered the coach- 


man to drive with the utmoſt ſpeed ta DE@IDELring 
lurgram' SOR 


Soon after his being at large, he cauſed a report to. be 


: tales that he' was in France, in the moſt indigent 


circumſtance. ,And perhaps it was, in a great, meaſure, 
owing to this - manceuvre that he ſo long eſcaped the 

hands: of;zuftice;z for though informations had beer 

lodged: again - the perpetrator of a great; variety of 
highway» /robberies, ſeveral months elapſed before. any 
ſfuſpicien: feH upon: Hawke, But, as conplicated, villain- 
ny candeldom Jong eicape the deſerved puniſhment, the 


unhappy ſubject of theie pages was made amenable to | 
jufſtice,andſcntenced to undergo that puniſhment which. 

_ his numeraus and Gogulerly. ALTOCIONS crimes A highly 

merit... : *1: [i-? Ye | 


As there was Gmething 1 very- mmackavle i in \ the man- ef 


_neraof-this offender being Fr oak we ſhall inſert 


a circumtantial account. 0 that tranſaction, as ſtated 


by Meflrs. Bond and Smith, 
. Some timeeclapſed before any cauſe.appeared to believe 


that: he-was: committing, Acpreflaripns 08! the highway , 


but 


hw 
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| but, ar length, one ;hfnrtivorien being lodged, others 
poured ; mto. the office at Bow-Street 1n rapid ſucceſſion, 
and the deſcription of the offender perfeCtly correſpond- 
ed with the perſon of Hawke, who having detached 
himſelf from his former affociates, and lived in a 'very 
recluſe manner, was the better able to elude the ſearch 
of his purſuers. 
Mx. SmiTr, governor of Tothil Fields Sedan, 
heating that Hawke's wife had becn ſeen at Uxbridge, 
 Immediatcly ſet out for that place, where he learnt the 
he —_ of the coach that Mrs. Hawke was conveyed” 
* Upon his return to London, he found that the. 
velgels belonged to a ſtable keeper near Hatton-Gar- 
_ den; and having procured the aſfiit:nce of Mr. Bond, 
went to the yard, and enquired for the driver, whom. 
- they queſtioned pretty cioſely reſpect.ng Hawke's re- 
_. treat, and found, from the nature of his rephes, that 
|. 0 fully conceived their intentions ; 1t therefore -be- } 
_ came neceſſary to intice the man from his own neigh- j 
 bourhood, that he might not by ſome firatagem-occa. = | 
_ fon Intelligence to be-c conveyed to the. object.of' their 
ſearch, and by that means fruſtrate their whole plan: Wark” 
this view they prevailed upon him to accompany theme 
to a public houſe at Hockley in the Hole z and thereby | 
_ perſuaſion and threatening to exerciſe their authority! 
| an that Hawke had a Lodging at No 2, in Roſe-and 
Crown Court, Shoe L.ane. They then difpatched > a. 
meſſenger for further aſſiſtance, and the coachman' bes: 
coming more communicative informed-them of ſeveral 
material circumſtances relating to Haw ke particular 
giving a deſcription of the highwayman's horſe ; nien-”: 
tioning ſeveral times when he had been out upon the 
animal, which ſtood in the ſame yard with his coach'z 
and ſaying he beheved him to be at that time at home 
and in bed. Mo 
Wen the perſons who had been ſent Foe anion, 
they: went to-rhe Red Hart in. Shoe Liane, whee. 
ES = 
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the attack was Fn. Bond and "TY leaving. 
tome others at the end of the court, went 'to the 
houſe wnich the coachman had direted them to, and 
having lookel into the lower apartments heard the Jatch 
of the {ſtreet door go, when they concealed themſelves 
in a room upon the firſt floor; Smith was ſtationed at 
the foot of the ſtairs, and Bond followed 2 woman into 
the front room on the ſecond ſtory, where ſeeing Hawke 
dozing in bed, he inſtantly ſprang forwards, and threw . 
himlelf acroſs him, and exerting his whole ſtrength, with 
great difficulty kept him down, and prevented him 
catching up a loaded horſe piſtol, which lay by his fide ; 
_ after a ſevere ſtruggle of a few minutes, Smith came 
Into the room, and ſeeing the highwayman's hand with- 
1n about two inches of another piſtol, he ſnatched it 
up and probably preſerved the lite of his companion z 
| for at this time the theer being twiſted about part of 
Bond's head, his antagoniſt ſeemed to have ſome 4 png 2 
l tage in the conteſt; * However, he was ſubdued, and as 
1 {0on as he recovered ſufficient breath to ſpeak, he cried 
"8 'To his wife, damn you, madam, where were you all 
E this time. The poor woman was not able to ſpeak, but 
l Her ſighs and tears evinced how deeply ſhe was affefted 
l _ at her huſband's fate. He did not give up the conteſt 
5 ill he found his ſtrength greatly inferior to that of his. 
| _ apponents ; and after being ſecured, he declared that |} 
x | Smith and Kond might think themſelves very happy in |}, 
W having eſcaped his vengeance ; for, it they had not }F } 
acted with an uncommon degree of prudent courage | | 
a 
a 


if he would have blown them to atoms : but ſoon after 

8 | being put into the coach in order to be conveyed to 
W _ Sit. John Fieldings, he laid he was glad no miſchief had | 
happened. ti 
. Hs .was publicly examined; at the office in 1 Bow: h 
Street, on Wedneſday the 19 of April, when ſeveral By 
| of the perſons mentioned in the preceding pages Fta 
appeared againſt him, and were bound over to proſecute ſhe 
and give evidence, To give an account of the pak Ve 

charges 


£45 


thafges exhibited againſt him woiild be little mote than 
What has been already ſaid ; we ſhall therefore confine 
ourſelves to the circumſtances of Hawke's attack upon 
Mr.. Hart and Captaih Cunningham, in the exact order 
as they were recited by the firſt-mentioned gentleman; 
Captain Cunnitigham, having received orders to join 
his regiment in'Ireland, ſet out for that purpoſe on the 
1:th of April, but Mr. Hart gave his evidence 
| In ſo very explicit a manner, and adduced proofs ſo po- 
| fitively againſt the priſoner, that no cOmOLUrieng: or 
circumſtantial evidence was neceſſary in ſupport of his 
_aeacCCTCOoT3cFrea.cc:c. Ju... 
TowarDs the eyehing, on Monday the 28 o f Match, 
Mr. Hart and Captain Cunningham took a_ hackney. 
\ coach, in order to go to Fulham; and ſoon after they 
| had paſſed through Knightſbridge, a converſation was. 
began reſpeCting the danger of travelling, when the 
Captain recolle&ed that he was unarmed, and faid that 
from the time he was firſt able to make uſe of defenſive 
weapons he did not remember to have undertaken a 
Journey, however ſhort, on any former occaſion, with- 
out having provided himſelf with the neceffary means of 
repelling an aſſault, This declaration had ſcarcely . 
paſſed his lips, when Hawke rode up, and -in a loud 
tone of voice cried to the coachman damn your eyes ſtop, 
or Dll blow out your brains ! He then caive to the window 
of the carriage, and thruſt a piſtol forcibly againſt Mr. 
Hart's breaſt, at the ſame time demanding his money ! 
Mr. Hart gave him whar ſilver he had m his, pocket _ 
and ſoine halfpence, upon which he repeated - the oath . 

Þ applied'to the'coachman with additional vehemence, and _ 
faid, damn you, d'ye think Dll atcept of batfpence.. At this * 
time Captain Cunningham was endeayouring to Tonceal 

his pocket-book, which being obſerved by the—high- . 
wayinan he immediately” pointed the piſtol at the Cap- 
tain, and ſwore he would lodge a brace of balls tin his 
head if he-did not inſtantly and without hefiration/deli> 
ver, But this ſon of _—_ being under Eg 
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being pofouſly bound over to appear againſt 
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_ of the power of inebriation, and having, like Keyt 
in King Lear, more man than prudence about him, bid 


the highwayman fre away and be damn'd, the word was 


_ no ſooner given than obeyed, but though the piſtol ſeem-_ 
_ ed to be pointed direCtly at Captain Cunningham, the 


ball paſſed cloſe to Mr. Hart's face, grafſed the Captain's 


lence, perhaps with a view to prevent the eſcape of 


ever found nothing, was preparing to regain his horſe, and 


and was immediately ordered to Newgate, Mr; Hart | 


& pre\ him at 
the OId Palley, net aire nn 
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| ſhoulder, and ſlighly wounded his arm. Hawke now 
_ diſmounted, and the gentlemen got out of the coach. 
and were ark to afſail him, which being obſerved 
by the villain, he ſnapped another piſtol, which tnckily 
miſſed fire, With ſtrong diſtortions of features, that 
evidently marked the enraged diſpoſition of his mind, 
| he endeavoured to load the piſtol which he had diſcharg- 
ed, but was not able to accompliſh his purpoſe, as the | 
_ genttemen harraſſed and anoyed him by throwing ſtones 
and beating him with their walking canes. Mr. Hart's. 
paſſion and expectation of ſecuring the villian at length. | 
began to ſubſide ;but the Captain, after having vented: 
part of his fury upon the thief, turned the current of his _ 
rage towards his horſe, which he beat with, great vio- 


Hawke, who, during this time, made up to the coach, 
| andhaving ſearched the pockets and ſeats, where he, how- 


perceiving Mr. Hart ftand at about fix yards diſtance, - 
he preſented a piſtol at him and threatened: to fire if 
he ſtir'd an inch, upon which the coachman cried, | 
hope, fir, you won't ſhoot my hoxſes ; no, no, replies 
Hawke, let's look at your number ;— aye, aye, you're 
a good honeſt fellow, and I ſhall know you again. 
 Captian Cunningham then joined Mr. Hart, and the 
vitlain'rode off, During his examination Hawke be- 
haved with great decency, and being aſked by Sir John 
Fielding, it he had any thing to offer in extenuation of || 
the crimes charged uponhim, he replied 1n the negative, .; 


f 
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Tut driver of the coach in which Mr. Hart was rob-. 
| bed would not ſwear to the priſoner : but we are incli- 
_nable to ſuppoſe he might very ſafely have done It with- 
_ out any wound to his conſcience. 
Tas courſe of public yuitice 18 very frequently ſtop- 
' ped for want of ſufficient evidence, which is often. in 
the power of coachmen, poſtillions, &c. to give : but. 
| an inſtance has been very ſeldom met with of theſe _ 
_ gentry proving the identity of a priſoner ; for when 
called upon as witneſſes, they either wholly: deny any 
| Knowledge of the accuſed party, ſpeak evatively, or in . 


ſuch a manner as rather to make in favour of the de-_ 


linquent than the proſecutor. Theſe people often 
urge, that were they to become the acculers of frees 
booters on the highway, their lives would be in conti- 
_ nual danger ; and certainly there is ſome weight i in the 
argument. It 1s, however, to be lamented that thoſe, 
who beſides being leſs intereſted, have other circum- _ 
ſtances to afford an opportunity of making particular 
obſervations, ſhould be under the diſagreeable pedica- 
' ment of being unjuſt from neceſſicy, when, probably, 
chey might wiſh to be the contrary from principle. 


On Wedneſday the 18th of May, Wiltiam Hawke 


was indited at the ſeſſions of the peace held at Juſtice 


_ Hall inthe Old Balley, for telonioufly affaulting Mr. 
Boucher, putting him in bodily fear, and' taking from 

his perſon fourteen pounds and a gold watch, He 
was put to the bar and his indictment reid, to which 
he pleaded zo? guiity. Mr. Boucher depoſed, that on 
the 28th of July, being in the Glouceſter ſtage, he 
was ſtopped by two men on horſeback, and robbed of 
the property mentioned in the indiftment, but that he 
had only an imperfe& view of their perſons, therefore 
would not ſwear to the priſoner. Mr, Leigh informed 
the court, that he ſearched Hawke's houſe on Barnes- 
Common, and found there a gold watch ; which being 
produced, was ſworn to by the proſecutor. The trial 
CE: S - laſted 
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not guilty, nogey bs SET 

- He' was a ſecond time indicted for robbing Mr, 

| Charles Hart, of one ſhilling. one ſix pence, and two 

 halfpence. He ſeemed greatly to fear the conſequerce 
of the laſt proſecutor's charge, and endeavoured to de- 


(00 


laſted but a very ſhort time, and when the priſoner was 


:called upon for his defenee, he faid he would not elve 
the honourable court any trouble ; this he ſeyeral times 


repeated upon being adviſed to make a defence. The 


Recorder fully exemplified the ſeveral circumſtances 
relating to the charges againſt rhe unhappy man, and 


 beft rhe Mad to determine his fate : after conſulting 
| kogether a few minutes, they brovght in their yerdich 


+. F 


fer the trial, alledging, that his principi] witneſs was | 


not in court, The Recorder aſked, if application had 
| been made to the witneſs he alluded io, and Hawke. 
 faid, that his wife had gone 1n ſearch of him the pre- 
 ceding day, but was not able to find him, He w:s 
_ then informed, thit if he would give the man's name. 

and a direCtion to his kouſe, a meſſenger ſhould be dil- 


patched for him. To this, after ſome heſitation, he 


_ replied, thar the man's name was Smith, that he lived 


in a-{ireer near St. Giles's church, and followed the 


..__ buſineſs of a Blackſmith, The priſoner was ordered ta _ 
- be taken from the bar, and one of the attendants at the 
Teffions houſe ſent after Smith, but he returned in about 
_ three hours, and informed the court, that no ſuch per- 

fon was to be found, Therefore Hawke was again 

_ brought up, and his perſon ſworn tro by Mr, Hart, 


who gave a circumſtantial account of the robbery, cor- 


___ reſponding in every particular with our narrative of the 


priſoner's examination before the Bench of Juſtices in 


Bow-ſtreet, Hawke did not attempt to controvert a 
_ fingle article of the profecutor's evidence, which was 
__oiven in a manner ſo exceedingly clear, ſufficient and 
_ circumſtantial, thit the Jury could not, conſiſtent 
with the duties of their office, do otherwiſe than bring 


1n their verdift, Gutlty, - 


_Tup 
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| The Judge addrefled himſelf to the priſoner -in a 
moſt pathetic manner ; informing him, that the cir- 


cumſtances of his guilt being poſitively proved againſt 
| him, the laws of his country demanded his forfeit life, 


exhorting him, therefore, to employ the remaining 
part of the time allowed for his exiſtence in this world, 


 1n making ſuch preparations as would inſure him fa- 

your at that high tribunal of eternal juſtice where the 
ſentence is irrevocable, The 1dea of eternity ſeemed to 

ſtrike him with great force, and when he was ta. 

ken from the bar, his general deportment was highly 
expreilive of grief, terror, and repentance : an univer- 
fal langour ſeemed to prevail throughout his whole 
frame, his arms dropped, his eyes were frequently caſt 
towards heaven; and, there was ſomething in his 
countenance that ſtrongly indicated a defire to conceal 


the emotions of his mind, and give vent, in private, 
to the paſſion labouring at his heart, When he heard 


1 ' the Foreman of the Jury declare his fate, his ſoul, 
| ſeemed to be ſtruck with horror; and, while the. effu- 


| ions of his gr.ef burſt from his eyes, in a low tremen+ 
dous voice, that plainly indicated a forlorn and hope- 


lefs ſtate of mind, he endeayoured to move the com- 
paſſion of the court, and ſucceeded fo far, as to draw 


a ſympathiſing tear from evcry auditor, who, though 
bearing a proper indignation towards the villain, could 
not ſuppreſs thoſe generous feelings due to an unfortu- 
Gp or on oO Oi Sr pn Ro 
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in any ſpecies of villainy, they are generally ſo-diveſted 
of every moral and yirtuous principle, as to execrate and 
arraign the jultneſs of thoſe yiolated laws to which they _ 


are doomed to be ſacrificed. But this obſeryation. can- 


not be applied to Hawke, who upon hearing judgment 


of death pronounced, experienced all thoſe diſtreſſing 


ſenſations of foul which ſo ſhockingly alarming a' ſen- 


tence could give birth to. He pleaded with great ear- 


_ neſtneſs for mercy, urging the pitiful] fituation to which 
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his undergoing the fatal ſentence would reduce an ami- 


able wite and. two harmleſs infants. Many unfortu- 


nate wretches who have long purſued vicious courſes, * 
_ and made every kind of infamy familiar to them, have 
| been known to remain callous and inſenſible of their 


dreadful iituation, even in the very moment of enter. 


ing upon eternity; and ſo far have they been infatuated, 

as to aggravate their guilt by negleCting to make the 
_ required atonement to that being who alone has power 

to give more than a temporary pardon. Dreadful 


1dea! that a man ſhould imagine a vain triumph in his 


iniquity to be more meritorious than a demeanor ſuita- 
| ble to his deſperate and deplorable circumſtances ! ſuch 
men fear the cenſure of their accomplices and compani- 
| ons more than the avenging hand of Heaven: — and 
| oben it may be owing © the applauſes-that are 


ſtowed on a convict, who aſſumes what the vulgar : 


call a manly and ſpirited behaviour, that many un- 
happy wretches trifle away the laſt and moſt important 
- moments of their lives; —— thoſe moments on which, 
the all of their hereafter depends. = 25th 


| Having ven an account. of the moſt rmarkable w_ 
highway robberies committed by our hero, we ſhall 


now proceed to mention ſome matters reſpe&ting his 
condu&t fince his having received ſentence of death _ 


From the whole behaviour of Hawke, there is the 
utmoſt reaſon to believe that he is perfe&tly convinced 


| the puniſhment which, in all probability, will be very 
' thortly inflicted upon him, is the conſequence of a re- 


gular and juſt proceſs of the laws againſt which the 


greateſt part of his life had been dedicated in offering 


the moſt daring violations * wor be 
"He is frequently viſitted in the preſs yard by his 


- wife, to whom he behaves with great tenderneſs ;”and he 


often, with great earneſtneſs, cautions her againſt pre- 
ſerving any of thoſe dangerous connections to which he 


_ unhappily introduced her, Mrs. Hawke's condutt is 
not leſs remarkable than” her | huſbands ;*for if any 


judgment. 


judgment may be. foqnted from the general tenour” of” | 


her behaviour, ſhe feels as ſenſibly for his deplorable 


| ſituation as if ſhe herſelf were reduced to fo fad a CON 
juncture. TE 2 
Wren he is in the Preſs Yard, he famnetinis joits 


in converſation with his fellow priſoners, but never 


becomes a party in their indecent mirth : he' has been 
frequently heard to reprimand them for giving way-to' 
| looſe. conyerſation, and indeed never fails to put acheck. 


upon their Immorality when an occafion offers.— 
_ and here let us obſerve that the man who can fee! he 


the diſtreſſes of another, when they are not greater than 


his own, cannot be wholl diveſted of ſome principles 
allied to goodnels : fan if the ſeeds of virtue were” 
thinly ſcattered in his diſpoſition, the rank weeds of 


vice flouriſhed there, and multiphed abundantly, nll | 
| they encumbered, -and, at length, deftroyed the growth i 


of the noble plant. 
Bur to return: ſeveralgentlemen who had been robbed 


by Hawke have gone to him in the Preſs-Yard, and. 


enquired if he could put them in a way to recover par-_ 


_ ticular articles which they eſtimated at a higher rate- 


. than the intrinſic value. Ny pan of this nature he. 
has anſwered with the utmoſt readineſs, though with . 


very little fatisfation to the parties,” whoſe properties | by 


have been diſtributed through an extenſive variety of ' 
| channels, to trace which would be an arduous taſk for 


_ the moſt diligent and experienced of thoſe who make 


ſuch buſineſs the means of livehhood. 


Wurx the hour of perſons being admitted to the b- 


Prefs Yard is paſſed, he immediately retires to his Cel}, 


and there paſſes his time in the moſt becomming manner," 


generally reading religious books, *or feffoully' ruminat-" 


ing upon the fare he is preparing to meet. '' He makes | \ 

no: {cruple of candidly acknowledging. his enormous © _ 
offences had long called loudly for juſtice; and declares: 4 © 
_ hi:aſelf, wholly refigned. to the. ſentence . of | thoſe laws!» 
by againlt which he has.committed the moſt daring outrages! * = 
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| NorwrrHsTANDING the moſt perfect refgnation atid 


true penitence are, ſtrongly marked in every feature of 
his face, and evident from his whole deportment, there 


Is a chearful alertneſs in him that ſeems to imply a CON + 
| ſcitous reformation in principle. 


His whole conduct fince his convitien ham: vein 


hitherto in every inſtance, ſo entirely proper and con- | 
| fiſtent to/his circumſtance, that ſhould he continue in the | 


{ame penitential diſpoſition, there 1s no doubt but he. 


_ will find favour before that high tribunal where mercy 
1s exerted to the utmoſt extent without infringing upon | 
_ the decrees of ſtrict juſtice. 


We ſhall now conclude with a wiſh that Hawke's 


 condutt may ſerve as an example to other offenders and 
_ is fate deter them continuing their Mega) FORO 


4 N_ A P PEN DIX. 


AVING condued our Hero to the laſt Rage of is: 5 


+ exiſtence, we ſhall now ſee how he ſaſtained himſelf at 


IF At [mportant period when all diſguiſes are uſeleſs, and when 


a man's conduct may be ut anions to depict the undiſguiſed | 
_ ſentiments of his heart. 


Friday the firſt of July 1774, was the day appointed for 


Hawke to expiate, with his life, the offences he had committed. 
| His companion in the dreadful ceremony of this day wag 


William Jones, who had been capitally convicted for "_ 1 


| his maſter of a conſiderable quantity of linnens. About 7 in 
the morning the priſoners left their cells, and were brought. 


into. the preſs-yard-'of Newgate, in order to have their irons 


| knecked. off, a ceremony that Jones did not undergo rirwg | 
the: utmoſt anxiety, ,and dreadful perturbation of mind ; 


deed. the whole of this culprit's behaviour, to the moment __ <2 


' his diflyſution, beſpoke his deep ſenſe of the horror of his 


ſituation, and ſeemed to ſpeak the genuine penitence of his ſoul.. 
When in the Preſs-Yard, Hawke: had cargjelly paſſed the. . 


block” for knocking off the irons, and, being reminded of that 
__ circumſtance, he returned, and fixed his foot on the block with 


» G/mneſs that. cyan to ſhew- that. he” would'- meet his 
F1t-: | ate 


APPENDIY. *$ 


| fate with as much manlineſs as he could fommon to his aid, 


* 


' An acquaintance of Hawke now entered the Preſs-Yard, and 
- came up to him with a ** How d'ye Billy ?” Hawke returned 


tis compliment with gre- it compoſure, enquiring after the 


Heakh of a friend who had been very ill. During the whole 
| time that/his irons were knocking off, he converſed with ſeve- 
ra} perſons upon indifcrent ſubjects with the greateſt calmneſs _ 
- imaginable, and being aſked if he would have a noſegay, he 

* declined | accepting the whole, ſayin 33 
*or two by"and' by;” but upon his friend repeating the offer | 


« ] will take a flower 


with more earneſtneſs, he, picked two roſes, and very delibe- 
Tately placed them in the button hole of his coat, at the ſame 
time keeping his leg firm upon the block, and Ing to the 


perſons who {tood round him, 


He 'was dreſfled very genteelly, having on a ſuit of ligh 


ON French drab coloured cloaths, in which he was married, with 
_ White filk ſtockinys, a fine Hict, and other opperek both ant 
ſhionable and £0! ” EL : 


The culprits left the Preſs Yard at about gin the morning, | 
and from the Priſon to the place of Execution Hawke dehaved 
with much reſofution,” trough not in that fool- -hardy manger 
which' has heretofore diftinguiſhed many unhappy wretches in 
bis fituettion; Whea the cart came within about two hundred 
vards- of Oxford Streer Turtipike, he looked behind him, as if 
anxious to f:e hdw' much 'of the melancholy j journey remain= 
ed; | but ſeemed: Tigt in the leaft cerrified that the dreadful 


ſeeat was ſo ſoon to cloſe for ever, 


| When the cart ſtoppe. under ihe gibbet, the POPORE'® were 


_ailowed to fit ſome mi:utes, and being then afhiſted to. get on- 


their legs, the' ordinary of Newgate read to them ſuch pieces of 


devotion as were ſuited ro the peculiar horror of their cizcum- 


| ſtances. After about ten minutes ſpent in this manner, the 


' Topes were put round their necks, and tied to. the beam that 


was to ſuſtain them. At. this period Hawke moved his neck 
| ſeveral times, as if to get the rope in a proper ſituation to do 
Its office effecuually ; and he then lifted up his bands, as in 
the nimoſt fervour of devotion. 


Afte: about twenty minutes more ſent i in devations, the 
ordinary and other perſons who attended made preparations to 
Jeave the cart, on which Hawke kicked off his ſhaes, one of 


which flew quite over the {11de of the cart, 


- Tt has been often oblerved that criminals have taken this 


method to | Prevent Y veriſving the old obſervation of © dying in 


their 
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. their tides; Jus but fore qrely & theſe ill- .fated wretches do not conſider 
| that {dying in their is but another phraſe, to ſignify 
falling a Nabriſice to the 5 violated laws off their country.. 
' In Teſs:than'one minute After this ceremony the cart moved, 
_ when- Hawke, drawing g,up. his knees to a level with his breaft, 
weht off with'a 'kind of 'a Jomp that brought his body down 
- with ſo much wei ht” as to wth im out of his pain in an inſtant. 
-This_ il1-fates * fourth Was rtended from Newgate to the place 
— of execution by /a' brothiet and an uncle, who had fortitude 
"enough to remain ſp atators of the laſt dreadful ceremony, 
After the body of Hawke had hung about a. quarter of an 


hour, his ſhoulders were lifted up towards his head ; but this 


| appeared to be owing only to 4 writhing of the body, after all 
ſenſation of pain was over, 
A mourning heaffe, and -a handſome black coffin, waited 
_ forthe: reception of Hawke's body, fwhich was -immediately 
' conveyed to Uxbridge z* on the coffin was the following 


TEOR. | 
| 2.4 WILLIAM HAWKE. 
_ Died July 1774. Aged 24. 
| Thus) kbve we atten fi he hero of his piece, till the dread- 
Ga moment when he became no longer the object, of public 
curioſity, or public repreſentation, t one Teflon be learnt 
from his dreadful fate: that we ought all to be content with 
the ſtation which providence hath afligned us, and not to ſeek 
by an unwarrantable indulgence of the paſſions, to ſhine in a 
ſphere which our circumſtances inlife has not warranted us toex- 
pett. It will be found true, in matters of the greateſt, as well as 
be ſmalleſt concern that ** HONESTY | is the beſt FOLICY, 
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